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Abstract

The study of consanguineous marriage in Iran is of particular importance as one of the prevalent
marriage patterns in Iranian society. Therefore, this research tries to identify the factors affecting this
marriage pattern. For this purpose, the data from the "Marriage Survey" of the National Organisation
for Civil Registration (2017-2018), which includes 9485 individuals who referred to the laboratories
in the provincial centers (except Tehran), were examined. The findings showed that 29% of
respondents had consanguineous marriages , indicating a decreasing trend in this type of marriage
compared to previous studies. The results of the logistic regression analysis for men revealed that the
odds of consanguineous marriage decreases with increasing age, education, and mother's education, as
well as non-arranged marriage and belonging to the Gilak ethnicity (comparing to Fars ethincity). For
women, the odds of consanguineous marriage decreases with increasing age, montely income, and
mother's education, as well as non-arranged marriage and belonging to Gilak ethincity but,,increases
with higher father's education. In conclusion, consistent with the findings of previous researches, while
consanguineous marriage in lIran alines with the predictions of modernization theory, it is still
influenced by ethinic values and norms.

Keywords: Consanguineous Marriage, Modernization, Culture, Ethnicity, Iran.

Citation: Torabi, F., & Abedini, Z. (2024). Determinants of consanguineous marriage in Iran. Iranian Population
Studies Journal, 8(1), 1-35.

d.} https://doi.org/10.22034/jips.2024.436499.1211 URL https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/article 192596.html

E-ISSN: 2717-3208 / © National Institute for Population Research, Iran. This is an open access article under the
CC BY 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/article_192596.html?lang=en
https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=730166&_au=Fatemeh++Torabi&lang=en
mailto:fatemeh_torabi@ut.ac.ir
mailto:abedini75.zahra@gmail.com
https://jips.nipr.ac.ir/article_192596.html
https://doi.org/10.22034/jips.2024.436499.1211
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7520-1689

Iranian Population Studies Journal Vol. 8, No. 1 (15), Spring & Summer 2022 2

Introduction

The study of consanguineous marriage, as one of the common patterns of marriage
in Iranian society, holds particular importance. The study of consanguineous
marriage is important in several ways. Consanguineous marriage affects the
quality of marital relationships and marital satisfaction The studies conducted in
this field indicate different effects of marriage patterns on the quality of marital
relationships and the tendency to divorce. Another point in the importance of
studying consanguineous marriage is the importance of this issue in the birth of
children with genetic problems. Additionally, this pattern is related to the fertility
rate. Therefore, the current research aims to use the latest information available at
the national level to investigate the determinants of consanguineous marriage in
Iran.

Method and Data

The research method in the present study is the secondary analysis of the data
from "Marriage Survey" conducted by the Bureau of Population and Migration
Statistics and Information of the National Organization for Civil Registration in
the years 2017-2018. The statistical population includes men and women referred
for premarital tests in provincial centers (except Tehran) (9485 individuals). The
analyzed sample was reduced to 8320 individuals after excluding 1140 higher than
one order marriages and also 25 non-Muslims who could not be included in the
analysis due to their small number. In this research, the dependent variable is
"relationship to spouse". Independent variables include age, place of residence,
level of education, spouse selection method, employment status, monthly income,
father's ethnicity, religion, and parents' education. In order to investigate the
separate effect of each group of factors (demographic, social, economic, cultural
and familial) on the dependent variable, six logistic regression models were
implemented separately by gender. The purpose of this study is to estimate the
probability of consanguineous marriage based on the aforementioned
characteristics.

Findings

The findings showed in total, about 29 percent of the respondents had
consanguineous marriages. Additionally, the results indicated that all the
independent variables had a significant relationship with the dependent variable.
The results of logistic regression analysis for men showed that the likelihood of
consanguineous marriage decreases with increasing age, education and mother's
education, as well as non-arranged marriage and belonging to the Gilak ethnicity.
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The results for women showed that the odds of consanguineous marriage
decreases with increasing age, monthly income and mother's education, as well as
non-arranged marriage and belonging to the Gilak ethnicity, and on the contrary,
it increases with increasing father's education.

Conclusion and Discussion

Consanguineous marriages in Iran have shown a decreasing trend compared to
two decades ago. Reasons for the decline in consanguineous marriages include
the expansion of opportunities for individuals to get to know each other, greater
awareness of this type of marriage disadvantages in the birth of children with
genetic problems, exposure to modern ideas, and also a reduction in the number
of people who are exposed to marriage within the kinship circles due to the
declining fertility rate in recent decades. In a general conclusion, it can be said
that in line with the findings of previous studies, although consanguineous
marriage in Iran, align with the predictions of the modernization theory, it is still
influenced by ethnic values and norms.
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Table 1: Distribution of respondents according to research variables by gender
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Table 2: Results of bivariate analysis between independent and dependent variables
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1. Odds Ratio
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Table 3: The results of logistic regression models related to estimating the likelihood of consanguineous Marriage
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