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Abstract
The aim of the research is to understand and compare the values related to marriage, childbearing and parenting
between two generations of mothers and daughters in urban centers of Illam County. The research method was
cross-sectional survey, and data were collected by a researcher-made questionnaire. The cluster sampling method
was conducted to gather data of 350 women aged 15 to 30 who have never married, and women aged 35 to 65
who have been married at least once. The findings show that the greatest generational difference are related to the
attitudes towards marriage (traditional-modern), relationships outside marriage, childbearing, the appropriate
number of children and criteria of spouse selection. In these fields, modern values are more prevalent in the
attitudes of daughters compared to those of their mothers. There is consensus between both generations on the
necessity of marriage, attitudes towards divorce, the suitable marriage age for girls and boys, the age gap between
girls and boys for marriage, parenting, opposition to polygamy and the appropriate marriage time for girls. The
findings indicate that the alignment and consensus of the two generations in a significant number of attitudes and
differences in other dimensions have caused the generational difference to be more prominent than the generational
gap or conflict in this research. Increasing family resilience, fostering intergenerational dialogue in the family,
accepting intergenerational differences in the family as a life process in the modern era, and reducing traditional
parental authority can prevent intergenerational differences from turning into intergenerational conflicts.
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Introduction

The aim of this research is to understand and compare the values related to
marriage, childbearing and parenting between two generations of mothers and
daughters in urban centers of Illam County. Today, the tendency of younger
generation towards modern values and the feeling of identity crisis due to
separation from previous generations are increasing and leading to expanding the
generational difference. If the generational differences intensify and lead to
generational conflicts, the future of the society will be at risk. The key research
questions are: 1- What are the values related to marriage, childbearing and
parenting between two the generations of mothers and daughters? 2- Is there a
significant difference in these values between two generations of mothers and
daughters in urban centers of llam County? and 3- If there is such a difference,
what is the quality of this difference? The theoretical basis of the research to
answer these questions is based on the Second Demographic Transition theory,
Giddens' prospective related tofamily transformation, as well as Inglehart's
hypotheses of scarcity and socialization.

Method and data

The research method is a cross-sectional survey using a researcher-made
questionnaire conducted through cluster sampling method among 350 women
from two groups: aged 15 to 30 who have never married, and aged 35 to 65 who
have been married at least once in the urban centers of urban centers of Ilam
County. According to Cochran's formula, the sample size was 381, however, after
conducting the survey and removing invalid questionnaires, 350 questionnaires
were verified and analyzed. The sample size was distributed proportionally to the
statistical population between the two urban centers of llam (from the central
district) and Chavar (from the Chavar district). The sample size in llam city was
245 women (70% of the total sample) and in Chavar city was 105 women (30%
of the total sample). Efforts were made to select households based on having an
unmarried daughter aged 15 and 30 to enable interviews with both the daughter
and the mother.

Findings

The research findings showed that most of the generation of mothers and
daughters have a traditional-modern attitude towards marriage. Such a feature is
related to societies in transition that are neither completely separated from the
tradition, nor fully internalized the modern era characteristics but rather a
combination of both. Compared to mothers, daughters are more inclined to
modern marriage and the difference between two generations of mothers and
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daughters in this regard is significant. Both generations consider marriage
necessary, but the average perspective of mothers indicates a slightly greater
emphasis on the necessity of marriage than that of the daughters’ generation.
Regarding attitudes towards extramarital relationships, both generations do not
have a positive view of this type of relationship, but compared to mothers’
generation, the daughters' generation find these relationships more acceptable.
Both generations do not accept divorce, but they are not willing to continue
married life at any cost. in their views, divorce should be avoided as much as
possible, though they consider it a viable option under certain circumstances. A
common feature among both generations is their opposition to polygamy under
any circumstances. There is a significant difference between the two generations
in the criteria for choosing a spouse. For the daughters’ generation, love is more
important than the mothers’ generation.

The mothers’ view towards childbearing is significantly more positive than
that of daughters. Social changes have caused to a lower inclination towards
childbearing among the new generation compared to the mothers’ generation.
About 75 percent of mothers and daughters believe in a combination of both
traditional and modern methods of parenting.

Conclusion and Discussion

The analytical framework of the Second Population Transition theory observes
that based on the cultural changes that have taken place in the society, there have
been alternations in the pattern of mate selection and fertility behaviors. In these
changes, belonging to individual aspirations and the personal freedom of choice
are more visible than before, and this issue has caused shifts in the attitudes of
different generations towards marriage, childbearing and parenting. These shifts
are observable between mothers and daughters in the studied population in urban
urban centers of llam County, but they do not indicate a complete disconnect
between the new and the previous one. The socialization of these two generations
explains a significant portion of the difference between the two generations. The
previous generation experienced periods of war and economic hedging rules in
llam, while generally daughters do not have such experiences or do not remember.
According to Inglehart's scarcity hypothesis, economic and social changes that
took place after the war and in the new era have caused the change in values and
the expansion of metaphysical values. The consequence of this issue in llam
society for the new generation is that individual choice and love in marriage have
become an important issue in spouse selection and childbearing.
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Table 4: Relative distribution of answers of mothers and daughters to the questions
of attitudes towards marriage
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Table 5: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards marriage
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Table 6: Relative distribution of mothers’ and daughters’ answers to the questions
of attitude towards the necessity of marriage
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Table 7: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards the
necessity of marriage
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Table 8: Relative distribution of mothers’ and daughters’ answers to the questions
of attitude towards relationships outside marriage
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Table 9: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards

relationships outside marriage
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Table 10: Relative distribution of mothers’ and daughters’ answers to the questions
of attitude towards divorce
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Table 11: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards divorce
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Table 12: Relative distribution of mothers’ and daughters’ answers to the questions
of attitude towards childbearing
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Table 13: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards childbearing
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Table 14: Relative distribution of mothers’ and daughters’ answers to the questions
of attitude towards parenting
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Table 15: Attitude status of two generations of mothers and daughters towards

parenting
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Table 16: The result two independent samples t- test to compare the average of
variables between two generations of mothers and daughters
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Table 17: The test results of mothers’ and daughter’s attitudes towards polygamy
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Table 18: The test results of the two generations of mothers’ and daughters’
attitudes towards the appropriate time for girls’ marriage
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Table 19: The test results of the two generations of mothers’ and daughter’s
attitude towards the criteria of spouse selection
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