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Abstract

Nowadays, the complex dynamics of space and time have led to an increase in both internal and transnational immigrations.
This research aims to examine the distribution pattern of the Afghan immigrants in Iran and identify the legal and policy
imperatives associated with their spatial planing within the country. Utilizing both quantitative and qualitative methods, along
with employing ArcGIS software, maps were created to illustrate the spatial distribution of Afghan immigrants in Iran. Also, to
explore the policy - legal imperatives affecting their distribution, thematic analysis was used. The findings indicate that the
distribution of Afghan immigrants in Iran is primarily based on areas designed as permissible or No-Go areas. Their distribution
pattern is influenced by the three primary factors: a) economic-environmental factors, b) immigrants’ preference to live in
immigrant-dense neighborhoods and their spatial exclusion, and c) inefficient laws and policies in spatial planning for
immigrants. Intra-provincial distribution of immigrants within permissible areas is predominantly driven by economic factors
and access to job opportunities. At the micro and local levels, the distribution and spatial density of Afghan immigrants are
affected by factors such a spatial exclusion and the concentration of immigrants in certain areas due to low rent costs or the
presence of established immigrant communities. Therefore, the key policy- legal, and managerial imperatives for the spatial
planning of Afghan immigrants in Iran, as identified by experts, include: formulating macro and long-term policies and
integrating them into national spatial planning programs, estabilishing laws and regulations for the spatial planning and economic
management of foreign nationals, and managing and monitoring population distribution through recogniting local capacities and
inter-institutional coordination.
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Introduction

Nowadays, the complex dynamics of space and time have led to the
formation of new spatial relationships of the populations across countries,
resulting in increased migration within and even beyond national borders.
Since foreign immigrants make up about 4-5% of Iran’s the total
population, understanding and analyzing the spatial distribution of the
foreign immigrant community and enhancing the government's readiness
to manage them is an inevitable necessity. The present study aims to
examine the distribution pattern of Afghan immigrants in Iran and to
identify the legal and policy imperatives related to the spatial planing of the
Afghan immigrant population in the country.

Method and Data

In line with the research objective, which focus on examining the spatial
distribution patterns of the foreign immigrant population in the country, a
quantitative method has been utilized. Accordingly, the data sources
referenced in this study are official statistics available in the field of foreign
immigrants. These data were extracted and maps related to the spatial
distribution of the foreign immigrant population in the provinces/counties
of the country were drawn using GIS software. For analyzing the factors
influencing the distribution pattern of foreign immigrant populations in
Iran, the legal-policy imperatives for their distributing were examined
using a qualitative method. In this context, data collection tool was
included in-depth interviews with 13 experts and specialists in the field of
migration. The results of these interviews were analyzed using thematic
analysis.

Findings

Based on thematic analysis, comprehensive themes related to the
geographical distribution of foreign nationals in the country were extracted,
which include "tendency towards segregation due to economic-
environmental factors," "tendency towards segregation due to immigrants'
similarities and host society exclusion,” and "lack of approriate spatial
planning for the foreign national population." The findings of this study
indicate that the distribution pattern of the Afghan immigrant population in
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Iran is mainly based on permitted and No-Go areas for immigrants'
residence. Accordingly, the results from interviews with experts show that
the distribution pattern of the Afghan immigrant population in the country
is influenced by three factors: a) economic-environmental factors, b)
immigrants' tendency to live in immigrant-dense neighborhoods and their
spatial exclusion, and c) ineffective laws and policies for the spatial planing
of the immigrant population. In other words, the intra-provincial
distribution of immigrants in permitted areas is mainly influenced by
economic factors and access to job opportunities. At the micro and local
scale, the distribution and spatial density of the immigrant populatin are
influenced by factors such as spatial exclusion and immigrant
concentration in certain neighborhoods due to low rental prices or a high
presence of immigrants in those areas.

Discussion and Conclusion

Although the presence of foreign nationals in Iran has entered its fifth
decade, the issue of spatial planning for the foreign national population in
the country remains one of the most significant challenges for the
governance system. The distribution of the foreign national population in
the country indicates an imbalanced distribution of immigrants. Based on
the research results, the main indicators for the appropriate distribution of
the foreign national’s population in the country were extracted, which
include "population distribution based on the economic capacity and
challenges of each region,” “population distribution based on the
sociocultural capacity and challenges of each region,” and "population
distribution considering security concerns.” The most important policy-
legal and managerial imperatives for the spatial planing of the Afghan
immigrant’s population in the country, from the perspective of experts,
include: setting macro and long-term policies and considering their place
in spatial planning programs, enacting laws and regulations for the spatial
planning and and economic management of foreign nationals, and
overseeing population distribution through understanding local capacities
and inter-agency coordination. The temporary perception of immigrants'
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presence has resulted in the lack of macro and long-term policies to address
the phenomenon of immigrants even after more than four decades of
Afghan immigrants' presence in Iran. Therefore, assuming the unclear
prospect of Afghan immigrants' return in the near future, it is necessary to
move beyond the temporary perception of their presence and adopt
comprehensive and long-term policies to address the Afghan immigrants'
problem in the country.

Based on the research findings, one of the most significant challenges
related to the distribution of Afghan immigrant population in the country is
the formation of ethnic enclaves, in other words, their segregation.
According to expert opinions, policies to prevent the creation of immigrant
neighborhoods and enclaves should be considered. The issue of population
spatial planing and the distribution pattern of immigrants at the provincial,
county, and neighborhood levels should be addressed, and, the maximum
share of immigrants in the country’s population or that region should be
determined based on the region’s capacity to accomodate immigrants in the
country and characteristics of each region. Overall, in policymaking and
spatial planning of the foreign national population, in addition to
determining the maximum number of immigrants in each region, attention
should also be given to the economic, social, cultural, security, and other
characteristics of each region.
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Fig 2: Map of permitted and no-go counties for afghan nationals to movement and
residnce in iran
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Table 2: Codes and organizing concepts related to the main factors and drivers
affecting the current distribution of the foreign national population
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Table 4: Codes and organizing concepts related to the requirements of spatial
planing of foreign national population in iran
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