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Abstract

The current research aims to sociologically explain the tendency of Iranian immigrants to establish social relations
in Germany. In this article, various theoretical approaches have been used, with the most important being the
theory of adaptation of immigrants. The research is a cross-sectional study that was conducted on 280 Iranian
immigrants aged 18 and over living in the three provinces of Baden-Wurttemberg, North Rhine- Westphalia and
Hesse. For this purpose, purposeful and available chain sampling method and a researcher-made questionnaire
were used. To test the research hypotheses, the reliability of the questionnaire was measured using Cronbach's
alpha (generational difference 0.82, commitment to moral and religious principles 0.86, educational limitations
0.81, interpersonal trust 0.89, importance of length of stay 0.86, acceptance of host country norms 0.77, role of
social media usage 0.91 and the desire for engaging in social relations 0.83). The regression results showed that
the variables of importance of length of stay, interpersonal trust, commitment to moral and religious principles,
and marital status had a significant relationship with the Iranian immigrants’ tendency to establish social relations
with each other. In real and adjusted terms, 17% of the variance of Iranian immigrants’ tendency to establish social
relationships are explained and predicted by independent variables. Holding cultural events, taking advantage of
lived experiences, and planning and policymaking of cultural centers in order to strengthen the foundations of
altruism and cooperation in the host society can be effective ways to solve some of the problems of Iranian
immigrants.
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Introduction

Over the past two decades, the trend of Iranian international migration to the
European Union including Germany has been remarkable. Immigrants always
face cultural, economic, and social challenges in the host countries. Among these,
one of the basic challenges is the manner of establishing group and social relations
of immigrants in the host countries, which can be one of the factors causing
disruption in the regulation of social relations, convergence or cohesion among
individuals and groups. Since the establishment of kinship ties and group
interactions can be considered as one of the essential resources and valuable
reserves of immigrants to solve their numerous challenges in the host countries,
therefore, the purpose of this research is to explain the factors affecting the desire
of Iranian immigrants to have social relations with each other in Germany.

Method and Data

The current research was a cross-sectional study, which required data were
collected using a researcher-made questionnaire tool. The statistical population of
the study includes Iranian immigrants aged 18 and over living in the three
provinces of Baden-Wiirttemberg, North Rhine- Westphalia and Hesse in
Germany. According to the latest statistics Published by the German Census
Bureau (2018), more than 50% of Iranians living in these three states, the and the
number of immigrants reported to be 48,232. The sample size using Cochran's
formula was estimated as 280 individuals and sampling was conducted using
chain purposive and convenience sampling methods.

Findings

According to the results, 66.8% of the respondents were male and 33.2% were
female. In terms of education, the highest percentage (37.5%) of respondents had
a bachelor's degree, while the lowest percentage (3.9%) had a doctoral degree.
Regarding residency status, 67.5% (189 individuals) had permanent residency,
and 32.5% (91 individuals) had temporary residency. Additionally, in terms of
socio-economic status, 43.6% were classified as low, 48.6% as medium, and 4.6%
as high. The Pearson correlation test results showed that the relationship between
the variable "willingness to establish social relations with each other” and the
variables "commitment to ethical and religious principles,” "interpersonal trust,"
and "importance of length of stay according to Iranian immigrants in Germany"
were confirmed with coefficients of 0.22, 0.11, and 0.29, respectively, with a
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significance level less than 0.05. The results of the correlation test showed that the
relationship between variable ‘desire to establish social relations with each other’
and the variables ‘commitment to moral and religious Principles’, ‘interpersonal
trust’ and ‘importance of the length of stay from the perspective of Iranian
immigrants to Germany’ were confirmed with coefficients 0f 0.22, 0.11, and 0.29,
respectively, with a significance level f less than 0.05. Also, the relationship
between ‘generational difference’, ‘educational limitations of Iranian immigrants
to Germany’, ‘acceptance of German norms by Iranian immigrants’, ‘use of social
media by Iranian immigrants to Germany’, and ‘socio-economic status’ with the
variable ‘desire of Iranians to socialize with each other in Germany’ wasnot
confirmed. The results of the regression analysis showed that the length of stay
with a Beta of 0.25 and explanatory power of 0.08, commitment to moral and
religious principles with a Beta of 0.19 and an explanatory power of 0.12,
interpersonal trust with a Beta of 0.20 and explanatory power of 0.14 and finally
marital status with a Beta of 0.1 and an explanatory power of 0.16 have been able
to explain the changes in the desire for engaging in social relations of Iranian
immigrants to Germany.

Discussion and conclusion

The results showed that the religious and moral beliefs of immigrants have a
positive effect on increasing solidarity and group relations. Immigrants, through
aligned religious beliefs, have a significant capacity to consolidate social relations
and strengthen social interactions. The importance of length of stay and the social
interactions of Iranian immigrants with each other, which is consistent with the
opinions of Brom and Ran (1997), Glaser et al. (2001), Park et al. (2008) and
Miglita and Tartaglia (2009), has led to shifts in normative patterns. This also
causes a decrease in the attachment and connection to co-religionists and finally
replaces the old norms with new ones. The phenomenon of migration and ethnic
diversity in a society often leads to a decrease in cohesion and interpersonal trust.
The decline in trust, even within one's ethnic groups, and the minimal occurrence
of altruism and cooperation are among issues which exist in the society of a host
country and can result in the formation of distinct identities. In order to strengthen
the commitment to the religious and moral principles among Iranians and
considering the importance of ethics and religious events in choosing Iranian
immigrant friends or colleagues in Germany and feeling comfortable in
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socializing with fellow countrymen, it is suggested that by holding religious
ceremonies, and charity activities, collecting humanitarian aid in times of natural
crises in Iran (such as floods and earthquakes), as well as identifying needy
Iranians in Germany and helping them ,a basis for social cohesion and
participation of Iranians in this country will be further prepared. Typically,
immigrants who stay longer in Germany have a wider range of group and local
interactions. So these individuals could act as reliable communication bridges
between the country of origin (Iran) and newly arrived immigrants. Therefore, it
is suggested to use the experiences and the potentials of these immigrants to
establish radio networks or allocate cultural and scientific places specifically for
Iranian immigrants. The importance of trust and its quality in establishing social
relations within and between ethnic groups is such that the cultural institutions of
Iran need to provide the necessary resources to strengthen the foundations of
altruism and cooperation among Iranians in the host countries.
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Table 1: Number of samples by City of Residence in Germany
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Table 2: The Reliability Coefficient of the Questionnaire Based on Cronbach's Alpha
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Table 3: Variables in the Research and their Measurement Level
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Table 4: Demographic and Contextual Characteristics of the Studied Sample
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Table 5: Descriptive Results of Independent and Dependent Variables of the Research
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Table 6: The Mean Score Difference of Iranian Immigrants' Desire to Establish
Social Relations with Each Other in Germany
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Table 7: Correlation Test Results of Independent Variables and Iranian
Immigrant's Desire to Establish Social Relations with Each Other in Germany
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Table 8: The Impact of Different VVariables on the Desire of Iranian Immigrants to
Establish Social Relations with Each Other
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