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This research examines marginalization in the Naysar district of Sanandaj, focusing on residents lived
experiences, power relations, and social agency. The study was conducted using an interpretive—critical
paradigm and a critical ethnography approach. Data were collected through 12 months of participant
observation, 38 semi-structured interviews, a focus group discussion, and document analysis, and were
examined using thematic analysis. The theoretical framework of the study is based on space-production
theory, critical urban theory, and a Foucauldian reading of power and subjectification. The findings
indicate that the formation and persistence of marginalization result from processes of spatial exclusion,
the unequal distribution of urban services, and institutional mechanisms of population control. These
processes create a contradictory social position for residents, in which subjugation to the dominant order

intertwines with subtle forms of resistance and identity reconstruction. Residents engage in the

reproduction of meaning and adaptation to the existing conditions through informal networks of mutual
aid and everyday actions. The results indicate that marginalization is a product of the dynamic
interaction between institutional structures and social agency. Accordingly, effective intervention
policies must focus on improving access to basic services, strengthening local participation, and realizing

a “Right to the City” approach to achieve spatial justice.

Introduction

. e . L . spatial crisis. The Naysar detached urbandistrict, characterized by
Rapid and unequal urbanization in developing countries, including ) o . ) )
. . . rapid growth and a distinctive socio-spatial structure, lies at the
Iran, has led to the widespread formation of informal settlements ) ] . )
L . . . center of this unequal configuration; rather than a conventional
and marginalized neighborhoods a phenomenon which official ) ] ) ) .
) . o periphery, it has transformed into a self-organized yet deprived
reports confirm the presence of approximately twenty million . . o ) o
. . . . core in which kinship networks, and informal economy activities,
people in deteriorated and marginalized urban fabrics across the ]
. . . . and governance structures have taken shape. Previous research on
country. Kurdistan Province has the highest proportion of A o
. .. . . marginalization in Iran has generally adopted quantitative and
marginalized population in the country, and the city of Sanandaj, o ] - ]
. . . . . descriptive approaches, paying limited attention to the
with more than fifty-four percent of its population living in ] o ] .
. . . . . . mechanisms underlying its production and reproduction, and to the
marginalized conditions, is a concentrated instance of this socio-
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relationship between structure and residents' agency. Moreover,
the absence of a clear operational definition has added to the
conceptual ambiguity of this field. The main gap in the literature
is the lack of a study simultaneously analyzing Naysar as a spatial-
political construct, a field of power, and an arena of everyday
resistance among the subalterns. Accordingly, the main objective
of the research is the critical analysis of the issues, consequences,
and mechanisms underlying the production and reproduction of
marginalization among the urban subalterns of Naysar, based on
the residents lived experience. The central question is: How dose
the social space and lived experience of marginalization in Naysar
give rise to specific issues and consequences for the residents, and
how this condition is reproduced through the interaction between
macro-level structures and everyday practices? The study's
conceptual framework is formulated by integrating Lefebvre's
theory of the production of space, Marcuse's critical urban theory,
and Foucault's theory of power.

Methodology and Data

This study was conducted within the interpretive-critical paradigm
using a critical ethnography approach, a paradigm which combines
the understanding of meaning from the actors' perspectives with a
critique of unequal social structures. The research field is the
Naysar detached urban district in Sanandaj, with a population of
approximately seventy-five to eighty-five thousand people and an
area of nearly 309 hectares, making it the most populous and
extensive marginalized district in the city. The research
participants consist of members of the urban subalterns residing in
Naysar, who suffer from structural exclusion from the formal
economy and social services. Data collection was carried out
through a combination of four qualitative methods: twelve months
of participant observation playing the role as participant-observer;
thirty-eight semi-structured in-depth interviews with residents of
diverse gender, age, and socio-economic background; three focus
group discussion sessionsinvolving youth, female heads of
households, and informal community leaders; and the study of
official, local, media, and historical documents. Purposive
sampling continued until the stage of theoretical saturation, and
the data were analyzed using the method of reflexive thematic
analysis. of the findings, data

triangulation across interviews, observations, and documents; the

To ensure trustworthiness

technique of member checking to reduce power asymmetry; and
rich description to enhance analytical generalizability were
employed. Additionally, relying on a continuous and structured
reflexivity strategy and reflective field notes, the researcher
remained attentive to the class and cultural differences between
himself and participants to avoid imposing external interpretations
or stigmatizing the residents.

Findings

The data analysis led to the formulation of a four-layered
conceptual model of marginalization in Naysar. The first layer,
structural and discursive, shows that Naysar is a product of
"planned exclusion," through two
mechanisms, "selective and conditional surveillance" and "planned

enacted interconnected

neglect," whereby official discourses represent Naysar as a
"problem," a "threat," ora "neglected periphery." The second layer,
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physical and economic, reflects a persistent tension between
human density and unregulated physical sprawl, the absence or
severe inadequacy of basic urban services (such as water, sewage,
electricity, lighting, management), and the
establishment of a "survival economy" based on informal and

and waste

precarious occupations, a condition framed through the concept of
the "poverty tax". The third layer, lived and psychological
experiences, reveals the residents' physical, economic, and
security-related sufferings, which gradually becomes part of the
rule of everyday life through the process of the "normalization of
suffering", and eroding the horizon of hope. In contrast, the fourth
layer, agency and the third space, shows that residents reproduce
their agency through everyday tactics of resistance) including
informal access to services, incremental unauthorized construction,
the hidden economy, silence, and humor), and more overt
collective actions (such as spontaneous mobilization against home
demolitions). Meanwhile, the "home" as a moral fortress and
ethical networks of mutual aid (such as interest-free loans,
voluntary collective labor, and job brokering, form the backbone
of a "third space" in which residents, despite deprivation, engage
in the creation of meaning, dignity, and hope for justice.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that marginalization in Naysar should not be
understood merely as a physical problem or income poverty, but
rather as a socio-spatial construct and a "political condition" of
exclusion, shaped by the dynamic interaction between structural
exclusion, the exercise of disciplinary power, and the residents'
resistant agency. The analysis of the findings in light of Lefebvre's
spatial triad, Marcuse's action-oriented approach, and Foucault's
theory of biopower demonstrated that power in Naysar is not
absolute; alongside domination, resistance and social
appropriation of space are also continuously at play. The research
findings are consistent with the national and international
literature on marginalization, yet they show that Naysar is more
than a homogeneous space of poverty; it is a fluid "third space”,
where cooperative social capital managesthe conflict between
exclusionary policies and residents' agency in a distinctive way. On
this basis, the study proposes three policy priorities: the immediate
implementation of a resilience plan to resolve the water, sewage,
and lighting crises as a precondition for any intervention; a shift in
approach from demolition and forced relocation toward in-situ
upgrading with the participation;
institutionalization through the establishment of a genuine

residents’ and
neighborhood council endowed with a budget and oversight
authority. Ultimately, the study emphasizes that the future of
Naysar and similar settlements depends on the residents' capacity
to exert institutionalized influence on governance structures and to
realize a "Right to the City" approach in pursuit of spatial justice.
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