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decreased, and due to its numerous consequences across economic, socio-cultural, and political-security

Population crisis, . . .. . . . .
. . . fields, it has become a critical issue in the field of governance. Demographic changes are one of the
Desire for childbearing,

Governance factors that not only affect but also even determine the future of governance, in such a way that without

Cybernetics. considering these transformations, the continuation of traditional governance patterns will face
difficulties. The present article in response to the question, "What factors have caused the decrease in
the desire for childbearing among Iranian families?" tries to examine the roots of the decrease in the
desire at two levels of the subject (self-control) and the system (social control), relying on the two
elements of "information" and "communication" in their political aspect. The findings show that at the
subject level, the factor of "de-genderization" and at the social system level, the "desacralization of the
family" are two effective components in the feedback and input areas of the governance system that lead

to a decrease in the desire for childbearing.

Introduction
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. . . .. security fields, it has become one of the important issues in the
childbearing is a major challenge for Iran at the beginning of the
. . . field of public policymaking and even the broader realm of
third decade of the twenty-first century, as the fertility rate has
. . governance. In fact, demographic changes are one of the factors
dropped from 6.5 in the 1980s to less than 1.5 in recent years,
. . . that will affect the future of governance, and indeed they are a
transforming Iran from a young and growing society into one on
. . determining factor inthe field of governance, such that without
the verge of aging. Undoubtedly, the root cause of the declining
. . . . . . considering these transformations, the continuation of traditional
desire for childbearing cannot be attributed to a single factor; like
L . . . governance patterns would face considerable difficulty. The
other social issues, this problem is a multifaceted challenge. . N | | . & th
L . . . resent article is a theoretical-analytical study that attempts to
Historically, the desire for childbearing has always been one of the P Y Y P
. S . analyze the issue of the demographic black hole in Iran from
fundamental strategies of human family life. However, following
. . . . another angle, namely from the perspective of cybernetic
the transformations in macro-social institutions in modern ) ) )
.. . . . governance. In this regard, this article attempts to answer the
societies, this desire has decreased, and due to its numerous
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question, "What factors have caused the decrease in the desire for
childbearing among Iranian families?" by employing cybernetic

governance as an integrative approach.
Methodology and Data

This article, in terms of data collection, is “library-based research”
that draws upon books, articles, and documents related to the two
main research variables, namely "population" and "cybernetic
governance". The documents and texts examined in the subject area
of the second variable are mostly English-language sources, which,
of course, had no direct connection to the first variable. In
combining the governance perspective with the cybernetic
approach, as an invention of the author of the article, the research
findings have been extracted with respect to the main categories of
the cybernetic field, i.e., the information control in the context of
communications in connection with the subject. Accordingly, in
methodological terms, this article is written with a thoughtful
orientation and grounded in theoretical texts. Thoughtfulness
refers to a kind of philosophical orientation or epistemological
position. In fact, there is a meta-methodological situation that
influences and shapes the execution of formal methods. Therefore,
this is not an empirical work but rather a critical reflection on
prevailing approaches. The author has attempted, through a kind
of "articulation" of concepts across the two main research variables,
to represent their relationship to the key elements of "subject" and

"family".
Findings

In rethinking the crisis of population decline, "problemology",
particularly attention to its root causes, must be prioritized. From
a cybernetic perspective, the issue of changing the position and
weight of policymaking and policymakers in the field of
population, in light of global transformations, is a key issue. In the
context of neoliberal post-political societies, subjectivity is
constructed in opposition to the main and complementary roles
pertaining in the field of population and family. At the system level,
the emerging meanings within the global cybernetic system can be
outlined as follows: de-sexualization of the subject; desacralizing
the family. De-sexualization can be considered as a type of political
strategy in which, by removing the intimate and sexual dimension
of family life from public discourse, the state can manage
populations more effectively. This is in line with the broader
concept of biopolitics, where power is directed at the management
of life, populations, and the body. Biopolitics is a process in which
human beings are homogenized through the delineating a standard
model of biological behavior. The state systematically disentangles
gender from its private, affective, hedonic, and subjective
meanings, and encodes it as a calculable, administrative, and
strategic variable, such as birth rates, dependency ratios, or a
measure of public health. But in the globalized space and at the
level of global governance, this de-sexualization of the family
permeates down to the level of the subject. From a cybernetic
146

perspective, the outputs and inputs of the system are embedded in
the globalized space in such a way that individual values give
meaning to the lives of subjects. Indeed, in the globalized space,
local and national institutions are, hegemonic in the context of
meaning-making, subjugated and dominated by the hegemony of
neoliberal globalization. On the other hand, within the framework
of neoliberal governance, the valorization of women’s employment
stands in aninverse relationship to the role of motherhood and the
desire for childbearing. This type of valuation, within the
hegemonic semantic system, challengesthe sanctity of the family
institution and thereby weakens it. Subjects in this semantic system
are constantly being identified in a way that increases their
individuality. This individuality stands in opposition to roles

situated outside the globalized semantic system.
Discussion and Conclusion

Why do we still face the risk of a population decline crisis despite
the existence of supportive laws regarding family formation and
childbearing in the country? The recommendation of this article
for the governance system is in the policy-making metatext and not
in the text. The two categories of “de-sexualization of the subject”
and “desacralizing of the family”, as the main findings of the
research, are products of the combined application of two
approaches of governance and cybernetics to the problematique of
population. Desexualization, as one of the characteristics of the
cybernetic governance, is a strategy for creating a more
predictable, manageable, and obedient population. Given the
dominance of market logic, the more human dignity of the family
has been diminished. Cybernetic governance represents a shift
from direct and disciplinary control over bodies to a more abstract
management of populations through information, data, and
algorithms. In this model, power operates not only through the
coercion but also through collection, analysis, and manipulation of
data to predict and shape behavior. Of course, the scope of this
governance has expanded within the context of a globalized space,
and not just the national territory. The control of the asexual
subject, separated from the warm natural family relationships, is
easily achieved. Here, semantic systems are transformed in the
direction of control. Communications (thoughts) within the
semantic system of the post-political globalized space tends to
dissolve submissiveness, loyalty, and compliance with external
authorities into a cycle of extreme individualism. At this point,
individuals are constructed as disjointed subjects in the field of
everyday actions produced by modern communication and
information technologies, moment by moment. Accordingly, any
solution in the field of population policymaking must take this

assumption into account.
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