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Explaining migration intention requires attention to both individual characteristics and structural and
contextual conditions that may influence its formation and translation into migratory action. The present
study examines the individual- and provincial-level factors associated with migration intention from Iran
using a multilevel approach. The study is based on a secondary analysis of individual-level data from
15,906 respondents to the 2023 National Survey of Values and Attitudes of Iranians combined with
provincial-level data on human development, urbanization, the Gini coefficient, and employment, and
employs two-level logistic regression using HLM 6. The findings showed that 38 percent of the
respondents expressed an intention to migrate. Age (OR = 0.508, p < 0.001), being female (OR =
0.783, p < 0.001), and being married (OR = 0.679, p < 0.001) were significantly associated with lower
migration intention, whereas higher educational attainment was significantly associated with greater
migration intention (OR = 1.146, p < 0.001). At the provincial level, the Human Development Index
had a positive and statistically significant association with migration intention (OR = 1.048, p < 0.001),
while the urbanization rate showed a weak negative and statistically significant association (OR =
0.991, p < 0.047). These findings highlight the multilevel nature of migration intention and the
importance of considering individual characteristics and regional development differences
simultaneously when explaining migration intention in Iran.

Introduction

Migration intention represents a stage preceding migration
behavior and does not necessarily result in actual migration.
Studying migration intention is therefore important for
understanding the conditions that shape migration-related
decision-making.

Migration intention develops through the interaction
between individual characteristics and contextual conditions.
Age, gender, marital status, and education may influence
individuals’ resources and migration capabilities. At the same
time, provincial differences in human development,
urbanization, employment, and economic inequality may

create distinct opportunities and constraints for individuals.

Although numerous studies have examined the determinants of
migration, provincial conditions have been less frequently
analyzed alongside individual characteristics. Accordingly, the
present study investigates the individual- and provincial-level
factors associated with migration intention from Iran through

a multilevel analytical framework.
Methodology and Data

This quantitative study is based on a secondary analysis of data
from the 2023 National Survey of Values and Attitudes of
Iranians. The study population comprised individuals aged 18

years and older. The final analysis was conducted on 15,663
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respondents out of an initial sample of 15,906 individuals.

Intention to migrate permanently was measured through
the question: “If the conditions were available, would you be
willing to leave Iran permanently?” A “yes” response indicated
migration intention. The individual-level variables included
age, gender, marital status, educational attainment, household
expenditure, home ownership, and attitudinal indicators. At
the provincial level, the Human Development Index,
urbanization rate, employment rate, and Gini coefficient were
included in the analysis.

Given the binary nature of the dependent variable and the
hierarchical structure of the data, multilevel logistic regression
was employed. Individuals were considered level-one units,
while provinces constituted the second level of analysis. A null
model was first estimated to assess the existence of significant
between-province variation, followed by the estimation of the
final model incorporating individual- and provincial-level

predictors.
Findings

The findings indicated that 38 percent of the respondents
expressed an intention to migrate permanently from Iran. The
proportion of respondents reporting migration intention varied
across provinces, ranging from 32.2 to 45.3 percent. The null
model confirmed statistically significant differences between
provinces. The intraclass correlation coefficient was 0.013,
indicating that approximately 1.3 percent of the variation in
migration intention was attributable to differences between

provinces.

At the individual level, age, being female, and being
married were negatively and significantly associated with
migration intention, whereas educational attainment had a
positive and significant association. The odds ratio was 0.508
for age, 0.783 for women compared with men, 0.679 for
married respondents compared with unmarried respondents,

and 1.146 for educational attainment.

At the provincial level, the Human Development Index was
positively and significantly associated with migration
intention. The urbanization rate had a negative and very weak
association with migration intention. The effects of the
provincial Gini coefficient and employment rate were not

statistically significant.
Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that migration intention from Iran is

shaped through the interaction between individual

characteristics and provincial conditions. Younger age, being

male, being unmarried, and having higher educational

156

attainment were associated with a greater likelihood of
migration intention.

The positive association between human development and
migration intention suggests that, by increasing access to
education, information, and skills, development may expand
individuals’ capabilities and range of choices. Therefore,
migration policy should not focus exclusively on reducing
economic pressures. It should also focus on creating
employment opportunities, improving quality of life, reducing
social inequalities, and providing opportunities for academic
and professional advancement.

Because the data are cross-sectional and based on secondary
analysis, the findings should be interpreted as statistical

associations rather than definitive causal relationships.
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Figure 1. Framework of factors influencing migration intent
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Table 2. Description of individual-level variables
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Table 3. Description of provincial variables (level 2 of analysis)
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Table 4. Level of relationship between individual variables and the variable of intention to migrate
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Figure 2. Percentage of respondents inclined to migrate across the country's provinces
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Table 5. Results of the impact of individual-level variables on the intention to migrate
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Table 6. Results regarding the impact of province-level variables

FlolisS powds Odds Ratio (OR) P-value B c.,s e
- <IEVA e —+/FAN (GO0) cuts
3 ol & Lot s sateiie 3l @l walys i ol i Sl <JAYY <Y AL e S
Ao o Gl 1) O prlee a4 biled Guild (oS i ped (lidl ¢ loliae +/32) -/ fY /Y& S e s )d
e Gl oo 0 S50 Syzlps 4y Jsled eils HDLusly oSy ialsél b V- FA R S IEY il Sl aseg asls
S s B 1 6 5 e £ ylolinn e i1 <1384 “1\OA ¥y Jual g5

=[N i s duo )0 yuitin ¢ blie ;o b oo Giuli8l O > lese
Egome 3318 O 2lee 4 JoleS p (AdS )l 5 (wgSas ST (OR
Cuslagybial g bl bylys 5 608 Gl Shy GSpey Jol>
2 &S Iy il &izlee 4 boled (e po 1) AR o ey
o9 Syl 4 bl Julos a5 oS e aST asdl ol ol
223 g0 Al (A8L (6 g (5 Lo 5 608 pohaw 4 Glojed 4
wald ol assly 3 Syzlen & bla 65 USE sl Sl

b 53 Jae ol sloasily e el sla il als

=l () maw) 688 maw o cwl oals &IV Jaax jo S
Sl ghls 3al5 Condg g iz w5 Sl ol 5 S
S b €pu? st izies O yalpo 4 blod (5 lobine 005 losl
Oyolpe 0 fled als o Jule  5oied j08 ((OR =+ [0+ A) yuills
kles Jlesal (g 09,5 52 (lBIL a5 5 j5bay 1098 o0 Cgme
5 (OR =+ /YAY) (\l; oz .ol oo ials Sobay & >los 4
Bl om0 o3l g ol b anglie 45 .(OR =+/5Y2) ol of 3l
g RIPBL G Y o aiesee plis Syl Gl 65
VVER) b s loline ob Lol a8 s b iz o 5 s
Sl o ;5 0w e Gl | &orles & bled Jli> (OR
e 50 ol Lol wgazme miw (b5l slo it (Y xhaw)
Sl anng a3ls wls Opzlee a4 bles Sliul slacglis
& ylos 4y iles (2al81 S me (OR =1/ FA) Caio (o 5 L(HDI)

Sz (rlassiz Joo B8 2l Jgoz ¥ Jgu

Table 7. Final consolidated table of the multilevel logistic model
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Figure 3. Odds ratio coefficients for individual and provincial variables in the multilevel model
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