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Demographic studies document gender differences in singlehood at the aggregate level, but systematic
evidence on whether the cognitive categories of singlehood orientation diverge by gender is scarce. This
study quantified gender divergence across these categories and identified the level at which it emerges,
in a documentary corpus on singlehood orientation among Iranian youth. A qualitative documentary-
analysis method was used; open and axial coding techniques from grounded theory were applied solely
to classify the data, and the categorical structure was quantitized. From 245 documents published
between 1385 and 1405 Solar Hijri, 58 sources were selected through Scott's four criteria and theoretical
sampling and coded line by line: 803 open codes organized into 52 subcategories and 10 categories,
each gender-labeled. A relative divergence index against the corpus baseline was computed for eight
gender-bearing categories and 23 subcategories with over five gendered codes. Only one category,
egalitarian attitudes toward gender roles, showed pronounced female-oriented divergence prominent
feminine divergence. Yet six of eight categories were bidirectional, and the strongest feminine
subcategory and one of the two most strongly male-oriented subcategories occurred within the same
category, which appeared balanced at the aggregate level. These findings suggest a pattern of intra-
category bipolarization: both sexes largely reach the same categories through different pathways of
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Introduction

Singlehood among Iranian youth has become a central concern
of population studies, yet gender difference is usually measured
at the level of outcome: the proportion of women and men who
are single at each age. Such indicators cannot show whether
the pathway to singlehood also differs by gender. A national
survey of 6,184 never-married youth found that determinants
of attitudes toward singlehood differ by sex (Abdoli et al.,
2025). If determinants are gendered, cognitive content may be
too, but which categories differ, and to what extent? Because a
category's ratio is a weighted average of its subunits' ratios,
averaging can mask opposed tendencies. Here, “youth” refers
to individuals aged 18-35; “singlehood orientation” denotes
beliefs and attitudes favoring singlehood, not the objective
state of being single; and the data concern attitudes, not
behavior.

Methodology and Data

The study followed an interpretive, qualitative, documentary
method within a mixed design with a predominantly

qualitative component. Open and axial coding techniques from
grounded theory (Corbin & Strauss, 2015) served only for
classification; no core category or paradigm model was
constructed. From 245 documents published between 1385 and
1405 S, appraised with Scott's (1990) four criteria, theoretical
sampling yielded 58 sources (50 papers, three books, three
dissertations, two national surveys). The coding unit was a
cognitive or belief-based proposition. Analysis produced 803
codes, 52 subcategories and 10 categories; coding was
validated with the supervisor and advisor, and the structure by
ten experts (content validity index threshold 0.79; two
subcategories fell below it and were removed). Gender labels
followed each source's explicit attribution to a female or male
sample: 298 feminine and 169 masculine codes; the rest were
shared. Categories with mostly shared codes were excluded
from gender analysis, as were subcategories with five or fewer
gendered codes. The relative divergence index divides a unit's
female-to-male ratio by the corpus baseline (298/169 =
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1.763), with 0.5 to both cells for subcategories-level
calculations (Haldane, 1956); it is a descriptive device
grounded in quantitizing (Sandelowski et al., 2009). The
classification thresholds were defined as follows: 0.80-1.25
near baseline; 2.00 or above, or 0.50 or below, prominent.
Sensitivity analyses varied the correction constant, baseline,
threshold band and code base, and uncertainty was estimated
by cluster bootstrap over sources (Field & Welsh, 2007).

Theoretical Framework

Cross and Madson's (1997) self-construal framework suggests
that women's identity is more relationally constituted, whereas
men's is more competence-oriented. Applied to the present
study, this framework suggests that both sexes may reach the
same categories through different meanings. Structural-
economic (Oppenheimer, 1988), ideational (Lesthaeghe,
2010), gender-revolution (Goldscheider et al., 2015) and
uncertainty-based (Blossfeld et al., 2005) accounts are treated
as complementary, since they explain conditions rather than
meanings. Because aggregate ratio is a weighted average of
subunit ratios, a near-baseline aggregate may conceal opposed
subunits, a logic related to Simpson's (1951) paradox.

Findings

At the category level only egalitarian attitudes toward gender
roles showed pronounced female-oriented divergence (index
3.67; 48 feminine against 7 masculine codes). Subcategory
analysis revealed more. Among subcategories containing both
sexes, the strongest feminine divergence, priority of
educational and occupational growth (39 against 3 codes; index
6.40), lay within a category whose overall index was 0.84; that
category also contained concern over financial barriers (0.16),
one of the two most masculine-leaning subcategories, so its
internal range spanned about fortyfold. Six of eight categories
were bidirectional under the defined rule, a pattern termed
intra-category bipolarization; three of them remained so in
every sensitivity analysis. Subcategory rankings were nearly
unchanged when the correction constant or baseline varied
(Spearman 0.999). Source-level cluster-bootstrap confidence
intervals excluded 1 for the key indices, except for the
aggregate index of the balanced category. Source-level cluster-
bootstrap confidence intervals excluded one for the key indices,
except for the aggregate index of balanced category. The two
opposed subcategories were supported by 25 and 17 distinct
sources.

Discussion and Conclusion

Gender divergence is visible in this corpus mainly at the
subcategory level: one category is distinctively feminine-
oriented, whereas six of eight are bidirectional. Three
interpretive patterns, formulated after the analysis and not
tested here, are offered as hypotheses: different grammars of
freedom, breadwinning versus opportunity cost, and
selectiveness versus commitment avoidance. They suggest that
the same category may be approached through different
meanings, consistent with the self-construal framework and the
gender-specific determinants reported in the survey, although
these data cannot establish causation. Reporting each
category's internal range beside its aggregate index is advisable.
Policy implications are framed as hypotheses for field testing.
Limitations include sex labels taken from sources rather than
respondents and codes treated as independent units.
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Table 1. Relative Divergence Index at the Level of the Eight Gender-Bearing Categories

“.

. 0 Lot
90 dyia

wb b 4 oy VD

RN

\0
Yo

A

Wl oy i oL Yo

wb b 4 oy AN Yy f

Wl pSate SIS VY v A

Gl b 4 o5 «INY Yy A

1Y
</AQ
QAT

Yy
yv
YA

b b 4 Sop
ab s 4 ooy
b b 4 o3

AF
Yo

Vo

s.

'Y

&
£
dA

zloojl (SSbealad Y
sloirk Gible (lacn Kol 4 g o v
@l S0l g (Blot Pl i 2l 553
T
iz Gl i 4 1Sl 3,5 o
Elye 5 Sari-Jid Cd iy Coglyl
00 STl (golazil

<

0,50 Ay S (e loar S

SRS Cdsr 5 520 2SS
abal) eSS 5l ol 5 (s Ve

ry

5 Slomz Cagr iyl dlshon 90 (il 2 93 ensd VAL
OA 08 J5 50 (s )l (6,500 05 e (592 lunialys
] OJ‘JJMQI)M cbj.«ud.vb‘b}é‘.a.ojb u.!‘ GMG&‘W

oler lds haghy ol waz e Hhte 5l ( Sz LS o
sl labuly logads iy il S1.08, 0 il &5 Cunl (5
S 9290 Ol Slr g 650 9 g A Gl
&l 158 CowsSs jgbas aSh il 150 Lpsas wb Aghe ol olSST el
3N Ol sl a5 00 0525 o] o (slalsio 5 e |5 sl
ol ot Wgia by algie oyl dulio Al azils Jole s
WIS Hga iz 93 8 il dlghe 3108 oo (78, | (Bhate 9
o S les Slas ey dgio (0 gl o 0 )lg Dglae jo 90 5l Ll
4l jaax

S )5 g 0o laazdly pewas gl soge SV pled oyl
AL LSS wls a8 5 by glate s g0 (gt cpl als o
ke Loy slalgia )0 iz S T )0 a5 o5 9 ol S e
‘) 4.]9.DA Lol ..)u).aL’> O 90 ® u] 5 as ‘S:LM ‘5:‘;‘5 9 «Cwl
oy g G 5o Lol Candi Do S o Lie Oiglae slasgSay
el 00ls LI (6651 s o dnls] jo aS L pgd Djgo g A

gin 15 s 35 Joloxs o

ol s oo lad (Js3 i ia ) dghe ) YV a3l ¥ Jeu
S e 5 &i5e o5 gy 5l Gl Jelod 9,50 dlsie Sl 5 bnalsia
L oo i oS iy a5 daalgio pl Koo dlgie oo Lauiils
IRV AR U FUR WSS DRVLO KON §

YYO

@l Sly axly S o lsho mhaws )0 45 was o0 LaS Y Jgux
(S Sl a4 AblS pln (30 ey dgie o) pReis
09,2 0,8 (IS o8l pln ez 4 Sup (G YIFY a2 li L
S L ply jo (lae e YT 51) e o5 FA ol ail 250
s 5 ol (O J3oz) o] o yiaslng alols g s 15 S
@5l il Gloten oo lansgs oz jlar (daien b atily
5 SR S OlpEs Gln i Semin i js Gl
el Ggolr (29090 Ol Sln s 655 0

sl &y i a3 039050 40 1OV a5l L pgws algie
oS 57 5 (YO & Y8) el oy Sk 5 ige gloaS et o 4o
13 6l ol OIVEY o a5 sl olaie oo laaS Conw &,
b g oo b Wl i bl Ojg0a a0l b L (WLS
@eoa L L o0 5 ntd pihd dod o) lez pgd (S S0 dgde
lal a4 o wib 0 VY0 o o /AY ol

o 30, 2l ,S0 e as el ol Jgaz ol 5l s cils
STl s colaisl wyie S b 5 ol LS Lo
Omed JRBo% (S Al doe Bigie dhl (ea jo oS
S oo 095 S0 |y o Gl ealsia s e po Jelod Lal gy e

oS llshe Lo ol ain Ll cglalshio 5 Jolo 4 0555 51 ey
D58 gy Al ol Gl St ISy arers gl )
@ golanl 3,5 el oals aisle dsie ) ey dgie
Sl Sl wsd (s pled (i Sz Sl
Sugh Ayl g 63,8 (lesiadly (( Solgls Luly, o (Saix
dlshon) gy a5 Sl ol s (l eaiiSlete (Shos - Slowr

FoS Sozd asli g Wil hlee o)l e 4y izl gy o]



sl

YYV-YIV (V) e (0F0 ) oo Slllas asliladgs

95 i a4 Wghe s VY0 (i 21515 a3l Y Jgua
Table 2. Gender Divergence Index across the 23 Subcategories, in Descending Order
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Table 3. Comparison of the Divergence Index at the Category and Subcategory Levels
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Table 4. Sensitivity Analyses: Correction Constant, Baseline, Threshold Band and Code Base
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Table 5. 95% Cluster-Bootstrap Confidence Intervals (Resampling of Sources) for Key Indices
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